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sea-craft, for a number of these will be useful for the 'saint
passage' .*
It is important that the dates of sailing should be precisely
defined within the most favourable season of the year.
After the preparations for the expedition are completed,
the crusaders may set out in June, but not later than July*
This, the author asserts, will enable the hosts of God to
land on Eastern soil at the beginning of winter in Sep-
tember or October. Realizing how impossible it is for
the chivalry of the West, clad in full armour, to fight in
the excessive heat of Egypt and Syria, Philippe advises that
landing in summer should be avoided as fatal.2 More-
over, arriving in the winter, they may gradually become
accustomed to the heat and thus the danger of mortality
in the following summer may be lessened.
In the remainder of this chapter of the Songe, Philippe
touches two points of importance without his usual extended
treatment. First, in connexion with the possibility of
congestion of the cavalry on board ship, he advises the
King to ordain the reservation of one section of the trans-
port for sailing in the ' second passage';3 but he does not
specify a 'passagium generale' and a 'passagium parvum'.
In the second place, to avoid scandal, prudent women must
accompany their husbands.4 With the second, he deals,
as has already been shown, in the Nova Religio Passionis\
and of the first he says more in his Epistle to Richard II.5
Mb., Ill, 338 ro et vo.
2 ib.    'Encores, Beau Filz, il est expedient que le terme de passage soit
tellement ordonne* et que toutes choses soient si prestes que sans nulle faulte
tu doyes entrer en mer ou moys de juing ou au plus tart de juillet, c'est
assavoir pour aler en la terre d'orient qui est chaulde a 1'entr^e de Fiver; c'est
assavoir estre la en septembre ou au plus tart en octobre, car si la chevalerie de
Dieu d'occident qui est froide region se trouvoit en Egypte ou en Surie a
Fentrde de Peste* . . - il mourront sans nombre.'    This is one of the few
passages having direct bearing on the fatal effect of the Eastern summer heat
on the Western knight.
3 ib., Ill, 339 vo*
4 ib., Ill, 339 vo~34o ro.    'Encores il est expedient . . . que tu doys
mener ... la royne . . . et les autres princes, barons et chevaliers,  auxi
chacun sa femme, c'est assavoir pour retranchier Toccasion et la matiere de
toute villaine luxure . . . par deffaulte des preudes femmes.'
5 vide infra, i 50-2.